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Islamic Republic of Afghanistan UNAMA

GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN, UNITED NATIONS APPEAL FOR $76.4
MILLION TO TACKLE DROUGHT, FOOD INSECURITY

Kabul, Afghanistan, 25 July 2006 -- The Government of Afghanistan and the United
Nations today launched an appeal for nearly $76.4 million to support the urgent needs of
more than 2.5 million people affected by drought and food insecurity.

Afghanistan is facing an imminent food crisis due to inadequate rainfall in April and May
and an expected shortfall in this year’s rain-fed wheat harvest. Wheat is the principal
cereal in Afghanistan, constituting over 80 per cent of all cereals consumed.

Possible impacts of the drought are numerous: households will consume their harvest
much sooner than usual leading to steadily increasing malnutrition; seeds will be
consumed before next year’s planting season; animals and household assets will be
sold; and migration to urban centres will occur.

Priority needs under the appeal are for 67,000 tonnes of cereals, 14,500 tonnes of other
commodities and up to 26,140 tonnes of feed concentrate. In addition, 4,500 tonnes of
high quality autumn and spring seeds are requested with 6,750 tonnes of fertilizer.

Support is also requested for emergency water supplies, strategic water points,
communicable diseases control and nutritional interventions. Furthermore, an
emergency employment component forms part of the appeal to initiate cash for work
programmes to rehabilitate rural infrastructure and enhance local purchasing power.

The appeal covers an initial period of six months, from July 2006 to December 2006,
with certain project proposals extending beyond that timeframe. Regular monitoring of
the nutritional situation will be done over the next six months and beyond in response to
this emergency.

The Emergency Response Commission of the Government will lead the drought

response process, with the support of designated ministries, the United Nations and
international partners.

To download a copy of the appeal please visit: http://www.mrrd.gov.af/doc/Afghan.pdf




