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UNITED NATIONS AND PARTNERS SEEK $5.9 MILLION FOR 
BURKINA FASO FLOODS 

 
 
(New York, 26 October 2007):  Today, the United Nations and partner organizations issued a 
flash appeal for $5.9 million to assist 93,000 people in Burkina Faso, a West African country 
with 13 million inhabitants, following this summer’s flooding, some of the worst in decades. 
 
This year’s floods affected a number of countries in the West Africa region.  Among the most 
affected countries in the sub-region are survivors in three Sahelien countries – 93,000 in Burkina 
Faso, 57,000 in Niger and 42,000 in Mali. 
 
According to the Government in Burkina Faso, almost 9,000 homes, 50 bridges, over 2,300 
cereal warehouses, and 17,698 hectares of crops have been destroyed. To date, 46 people have 
been killed and 76 wounded. 
  
Following the floods, emergency humanitarian operations were initiated by the government, the 
United Nations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  This response enabled relief 
workers to immediately address the most pressing requirements.  However, additional 
humanitarian needs remain. 
 
In addition, flood affected people also require assistance in regaining their livelihoods, and basic 
services require rehabilitation.  This approach is required in order to reduce the vulnerability of 
affected households and reduce the growing potential for a large scale humanitarian crisis 
resulting from the continued and rapid degradation of living conditions of affected populations, 
including host families. 
 
Funds from the appeal will support food security, including activities in support of agriculture 
and husbandry.  The appeal will also support health care, including preventive medicine and 
basic care to prevent and address waterborne diseases.  The funds will provide support in 
education for vulnerable households, improve access to safe water and sanitation, support the 
rehabilitation of basic shelter, and provide non-food items.  Governmental institutions, the 
United Nations, NGOs and the Burkina Red Cross will undertake these projects. 
 
The United Nations Central Emergency Relief Fund (CERF) has already released $878,000 to 
support household food security and prevent child malnutrition. 


