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Situation Report 9 – SOUTHERN AFRICA FLOODS – 29 FEBRUARY 2008 

 
 
 
CONTEXT  
 
1. Precipitation in the coming weeks is expected to be 

high in the northern parts of Namibia, central and 
southern parts of Mozambique and southern parts of 
Angola. Malawi, Madagascar and Zambia are 
predicted to receive less rain as compared to the 
previous week. Overall, rainfall has increased 
throughout Angola and northern parts of Zambia. 

 
Figure 1.  

 
Source: NOAA/Climate Prediction Centre 
 
2. Latest figures show increased numbers of affected 

persons, particularly in Madagascar as a result of 
Tropical Cyclone Ivan (Category 4 storm). A total of 
576,026 people in nine countries have been affected 
by adverse weather conditions, as shown in the 
table below: 

 
 

 

Country Affected Persons  Causes 

Angola  75,577  Torrential 
rain and  
flooding  

Lesotho  4,500 Hailstorms  
Madagascar 239,238 Tropical 

Cyclone 
Fame and  
Ivan 

Malawi  113,535  Heavy 
rains, 
flooding  

Mozambique 102,486 (in 
resettlement 
centres)  

Flooding  

Namibia  3,000 Heavy 
rains, 
flooding  

Swaziland  2,500 Heavy 
rains, 
hailstorms  

Zambia  20,022 Heavy 
rains, 
flooding  

Zimbabwe  15,168 Heavy 
rains, 
flooding  

Total  576,026  
 

 
SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 
Madagascar:  
3. Following Tropical Cyclone Ivan, which hit the 

northeastern districts of Marie, Fenerive, 
Toamasine, Soanierana Ivago, Fioulpointe, Nosy 
Varika, Andilamena, Mahajanga and Moramanga on 
17 February 2008, the Government appealed to the 
international community on 22 February 2008 to 
assist in responding to the devastating category 4 
cyclone.  

 
4. Around 227,000 people have been affected, 

including 145,000 people without shelter. So far, 60 
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deaths have been reported. Additionally, more than 
41,000 hectares of rice fields have been flooded, of 
which 15,000 are in the region of Alaotra Mangoro, 
yielding 30% of the national rice production. 

 
5. Due to flooding and strong winds, many roads have 

become inaccessible. Additionally, tele-
communications and electricity services have been 
disrupted. 

 
6. Urgent needs include: food items, tents, seeds, 

school tents, water purification kits, drugs, 
construction materials and chainsaws. 

 
7. The government has provided food and non-food 

items to affected populations on Toamasina I and II 
districts, the Island of Sainte Marie, and in the 
capital city of Antananarivo 

 

With winds of up to 230 kilometres per hour, Ivan caused 
major damage and many casualties, especially in the 
country’s east. (Photo courtesy: IFRC) 

 
 
 
8. In response to the disaster, the US Government has 

offered 875,000 USD in humanitarian aid, of which 
50,000 USD will be given to WFP to finance the 
rapid delivery of food aid in support of the. CARE 
will receive another USD 50,000 to support the 
rehabilitation of roads to access affected 
communities, in order to deliver humanitarian aid. 
Among other things, victims will receive 315 plastic 
sheets (175,000 USD) and 1,000 tons of food aid 
(600,000 USD).  

 
9. UNICEF is providing learning materials to school 

children and kitchen utensils to affected families. 
The Red Cross movement has mobilized resources 
to provide shelter, medial assistance and treatment 
of water. CARE will distribute plastic sheets. To 
mobilize further resources for the response, the 
international humanitarian community will issue a 
Flash Appeal. 

 
Angola:  
10. Torrential rainfall since early February 2008 has 

affected 75,577 persons, of which 24,592 have been 

displaced. Seven people are reported dead. More 
than 2,200 cattle have died in the municipalities of 
Kahama, Ombanja, Coroca and Kwanhama. 
Livestock breeding is a major source of income for 
the affected population in these municipalities. 

 
11. The majority of those affected are in Cunene 

Province, where more than 52,281 persons are 
affected. 16,094 of those are displaced. Those 
displaced in Cunene are sheltered in three 
accommodation centers in Ondjiva town, Kwanhama 
municipality. 

 
12. In Cuando Kubango, 21,000 people are affected, of 

which 8,000 are displaced, staying with relatives.  
 
13. The government has not been able to respond 

adequately to all the needs due to a lack of medical 
supplies. The Civil Protection Unit is due to conduct 
an assessment in the coming days. 

 

 
Map of Angola indicating flood affected provinces (green) 

 
 
14. A joint MUAC survey has ben conducted by the 

provincial health authorities and UNICEF in one of 
the largest IDP camps, Feira Agropecuaria. Findings 
from the survey revealed that the nutrition situation 
was under control. However, a significant increase 
of malaria, diarrhea, and respiratory illnesses has 
been reported since last week.  

 
15. The government has established a coordination 

team comprised of government authorities, UN 
agencies and NGOs. While the government, has 
indicated that it will cover the needs for food, it has 
urged humanitarian agencies to provide temporary 
shelter, WASH materials, mosquito nets and 
essential medicines.  
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Mozambique:  
16. Due to reduced rains during the past week, the 

water levels in Búzi, Licungo and Save Rivers 
remained below the flood alert level. In the northern 
region, localized flooding was reported in 
Mandimba, Montepuez, Angoche, Macomia and 
Muidumbe districts in the Cabo Delgado Province. 
Water levels of the Zambezi, Pungoe, Limpopo and 
Licungo rivers are expected to stabilise.  

 
17. According to the National Directorate for Water, 

cyclone Ivan, seriously affecting Madagascar, still 
lingering in the Mozambique Channel, does not 
presently pose a major threat to Mozambique, 
although there is a slight chance it could again gain 
strength. 

 
18. The Cahora Bassa Dam has decreased its 

discharge rates from 1,850 to 1,700 cubic meters 
per second, due to decreased rainfall in 
Mozambique and in neighbouring countries. 

 
19. Road access continues to be problematic in Tete 

province, particularly in the areas of Magoe, 
Mutarara and Zumbo. The Logistics Cluster is facing 
a shortage of funds, threatening the continuity of air 
operations. Air operations could cease within one 
week should no funds be received. 

 
20. As of 26 February, cholera has affected 1,539 

persons and resulted in 14 fatalities, in the flood 
affected districts of Tete and Sofala Provinces. New 
Cholera Treatment Centers have been set up with 
support from health partners, including MSF Swiss. 
Eight out of eleven provinces have reported cholera 
outbreaks, except Niassa, Nampula and Inhambane 
districts.  

 
Malawi:  
21. Under the leadership of the government Department 

of Disaster Management Affairs (DoDMA), UN 
agencies and the Malawi Red Cross conducted 
assessments during the second week of February in 
the following districts: Karonga, Rumphi, Nkhatabay, 
Nkhotakota, Salima, Dedza, Ntcheu, Balaka, 
Machinga, Mangochi, Zomba, Phalombe, Blantyre, 
Chikwawa and Nsanje. The latter two are reported 
to be the worst affected. The mission concluded that 
22,707 households (113,535 people) are affected. 
This includes 5,737 households (28,685 people) 
displaced and in immediate need of humanitarian 
assistance. The assessment mission found that 
11,138 hectares of crops are damaged. A total of 59 
cases of cholera have been reported in Chikwawa; 
Blantyre, and Mulanje districts for the period 18-24 
February 2008. Cumulatively, 852 cholera cases 
and 13 deaths have been reported from 5 November 
2007 to 24 February, 2008 with case fatality rate of 
1.5%. 

 

Namibia: 
22. The levels of some rivers are stabilizing, while 

others are still above flood threshold levels. The 
Kwando River at Kongola has reached 3.55m, the 
highest recorded since 1981. The Kavango River 
waters are subsiding in Rundu and Andara, while 
there have been reports of further heavy rainfall in 
the upper catchment areas in Angola during the past 
week. Consequently, further flooding is expected in 
the coming week. Due to increased water levels in 
the Hardap Dam, NamWater increased the 
discharge rate of water to 200 cubic metres per 
second (m3/s) the next day. The discharged water is 
expected to reach the Lower Fish River by 27 
February 2008.   

 
23. The Government and humanitarian actors will 

conduct a joint assessment in Oshana, Omusati and 
Ohangwena regions the northern part of the country, 
in order to quantify the extent of damage and assess 
the most critical needs of the affected populations. 
Key government line departments, Red Cross, WFP, 
UNICEF and UNDP will participate in the 
assessment.  

 
24. In the Caprivi area, the towns of Muzii, Nankuntwe 

and Lalkune are still inaccessible. In the north, the 
worst affected area is Omusati region where 45 
schools are damaged, and 26 clinics are 
inaccessible as a result of damage to roads and 
bridges. In Omusati region in the areas of Outapi 
and Ruacana, many villages are not accessible as 
the bridge between these areas has been damaged.  

 
25. Since the road network has been severely affected, 

helicopters have air dropped essential food 
commodities in Ohangwena and Oshana regions.  

 
Zimbabwe:  
26. The meteorological department forecasts isolated 

rains across the country for the next week. The total 
rainfall is not expected to be very high. 

 
27. The Save River has decreased its discharge rate to 

81.6 m3/s from 1300 m3/s recorded on 29 January 
2008. Similarly, other rivers like Pungwe, Mazowe 
and Limpopo have recorded lower discharge levels 
when compared to the corresponding period last 
month.  

 
HUMANITARIAN FUNDING  
 
28. Please see annex on commitments/ contributions 

received. Please submit information on donor 
funding received or pledged to have them reflected 
on the Financial Tracking Services system to 
Michelle Thulkanam at thulkanam@un.org 
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Contact details: 
 
Andrea Recchia,  
Humanitarian Affairs Officer (Johannesburg), +27 11 517 1624 
 
Alfred Nabeta 
Desk Officer (Geneva), +41 22 917 2732 
 
Mette Tangen, 
Desk Officer (New York), +1 917 367 3001 
 
Elizabeth Byrs, 
Press contact (Geneva), +41 22 917 2653 
 
Stephanie Bunker, 
Press contact (New York), +1 917 367 5126 
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