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CONTEXT

1. The rainfall forecast for the next week ending 14
April points to heavy rains across Angola except
the south east. These rains can cause floods
again inside Angola as well as in its
neighbouring countries. Medium to high
precipitation exists in Mozambique and the
areas in the east along the Indian Ocean are
expected to receive heavy rains. In the rest of
the Southern African countries, weather
conditions are expected to stabilize.
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2. Heavy rains in the southern half of Namibia
combined with water discharge from Hradap
Dam have caused new high levels of flooding in
the Lower Fish and Lower Orange rivers. There
has been continuous flow at Seeheim (Lower

Fish River) for almost three months. The water
level in the Kwando River set a new record of
highest flow in early April since May 1969. All
the very high (Kunene, Kavango, Zambezi) and
exceptional (Cuvelai, Kwando) floods in the
northern rivers originated in Angola this year.

3. The cumulative number of affected population
(1,049,516 persons) is based on national
disaster authorities since October 2007 in the
Southern African region as shown in the table

below:
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SITUATION OVERVIEW

4.

10.

Angola: The Disaster Management Team
meeting held on 2 April was attended by
donors (USAID, DIFID, JICA, SDC,
German and Norwegian Embassies), the
National Commission for Civil Protection
(NCCP), UN agencies and Angola Red
Cross.

The Head of NCCP has acclaimed the
good collaboration between the
Government, UN agencies and NGOs. In
addition, aid worth USD 4 million was
provided by the NCCP for the worst hit
province of Cunene.

NCCP underlined the need for continued
collaboration with the humanitarian
agencies as road access to Cunene and
Kuando Kubango is still difficult while the
flood situation is expected to worsen with
more rains.

UN agencies have already provided some
initial assistance; however, additional
resources are urgently required to meet
the gaps. The Country Team will request
USD 2.8 million under the Rapid
Response window of CERF to meet
immediate life-saving needs.

Malawi: Traditionally, April is the end of
the rainy season, and the government is
now focusing on recovery issues.

WFP has continued to distribute food
commodities that were borrowed from
Strategic Grain Reserve with the
arrangements to be reimbursed through
EU funding.

FAO, under the agricultural recovery
component, will provide farm inputs in four
districts i.e. Chikwawa, Nsanje, Zomba
and Mangochi targeting 11,200
households for the winter crop production

and crop diversification
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Zambia: While the rainy season is
expected to come to an end in most parts
of the country by mid-April, with the flood
water receding in Southern, Lusaka,
Central and Western Provinces, the risk of
disease outbreaks like diarrhoea, cholera
and malaria is on the rise due to highly
contaminated water sources and standing
water.

Major funding gaps persisted in most
sectors. UN agencies have received
limited funding from in-country donors
and/or taken up emergency loans from
their HQs. As a result, responses have
been scaled up in the sectors of health,
education and WASH, and supplies have
arrived in the country.

WFP will start food distribution to 137,400
persons in 13 districts for three months out
of total 274,800 persons affected in 26
districts. WFP will provide food in
Southern, Eastern and Lusaka Province
through food-for-assets and food-for-work
activities while the Red Cross, World
Vision, CARE and CRS have also been
distributing food in Southern and Western
Provinces. A shortfall of USD 3.6 million in
food aid remains unmet.

The availability of main staple food
commodities, especially maize in
commercial markets, is found to be very
limited in most areas.

The latest VAC assessment indicates that
the expected crop loss of main staples is
estimated to be 20% to 60%. In areas of
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winter cropping, urgent provision of
agricultural inputs by mid-May is essential
to impact positively on people’s
livelihoods. Approximately 23,000
household could benefit from such an
intervention; however, so far no funding
has been received to date.

22.

50 IDP camps are hosting around 3,000
households while another 359 are still
staying in schools and other public
buildings, according to reports of the
Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit
(DMMU). The government and Red Cross
have provided 600 tents and shelter boxes
to 110 households and prepositioned 750
tarpaulins. Displaced populations still
need 580 tents.

9,030 children have been left without
appropriate learning spaces due to the

destruction of school buildings and 23

inadequate water and sanitary facilities.
UNICEF has received 58 school-in-a-box
for approximately 5,800 children. A gap in
resources for 3,350 school children is still
unmet.

Nutrition of children is a great concern in
view of the impact of the widespread crop
failure. A nutrition survey is planned in
collaboration with the government in late
April/learly May.

24,

Lusaka district continue to report cases of
cholera. Cumulatively, 322 cases have
been reported between January 28 and
March 20 with three deaths, and 37 under
treatment. UNICEF will provide supplies to
the Ministry of Health, for diarrhoea and
malaria.

To minimize outbreaks of diarrhoea, 25.

cholera and malaria, approximately
440,000 people will need improved water
and sanitation facilities. The WASH sector
is targeting approximately 240,000 people
in their planned response; however a
funding gap of approximately USD 1.7
million still remains.

Most operational agencies now have
easier access to affected communities as
the Southern part of the country has
registered a decrease in rainfall during the
last month.

Namibia: Heavy rains in the southern half
of Namibia have caused new high levels
of flooding in the Lower Fish and Lower
Orange rivers, and a minor rise in the
Zambezi River has also been recorded at
Katima Mulilo. However, the situation in
the north has been returning to normal
and the floods in the northern border rivers
have receded during the past two weeks.
The water level in the Cuvelai Oshanas
has further subsided. The floods in Rundu
and at Andara in the Kavango River and in
the Kunene River are subsiding.

As a follow-up to the inter-agency flood
assessment report, the Directorate of
Emergency Management (DEM) will
consolidate the sector response plans
from relevant ministries into the DEM’s. In
addition, the Government of Namibia
(GRN) has endorsed the recommendation
from the assessment to set up the Flood
Emergency Management Office (FEMO)
in the North under the Permanent
Secretary.

Additional findings during the
assessments indicate that relocation
centres set-ups are in need of better
sanitation facilities to avoid resulting
diseases outbreaks, cholera in particular.
Once water levels have receded, the
extent of the damages caused by flooding
will be further assessed.

GRN and UN cooperation is proceeding
smoothly, and the GRN has agreed to the
proposal of a UN Emergency Coordinator
to be deployed in the Northern Regions,
and for WFP to lead a household survey
and assessment on food security early
next month.
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HUMANITARIAN FUNDING

26. As of 9 April, the Regional Preparedness
and Response Plan is funded USD 14
million or 16% against USD 89 million.
Additional contributions of USD 12.9
million have been pledged to support
mainly response and partly preparedness
interventions.

27. Madagascar Flash Appeal for cyclone Ivan
has received USD 18 million or 50% of
total funds required (USD 36 million). In
addition, USD 2.4 million has also been
received outside the appeal.

28. Outside appeal funding for Malawi is USD
3.6 million for response interventions in
addition to USD 248,000 for food aid.

29. In addition to USD 248,000 received
under the appeal, Zambia has also
received USD 4.9 million outside the
appeal for preparedness and response.

Please see annex on commitments/
contributions and have them reflected in the
Financial Tracking Table or contact Ms.
Michelle Thulkanam at thulkanam@un.org

Contact details:
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1624/ +27 115171567
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Desk Officer (New York), +1 917 367 3001
Elizabeth Byrs ,
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