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Nadia Evans, a Dubai-based United Nations officer,
gives an insider’s view on the humanitarian issues
affecting the Middle East.

Darfur needs world atention

espite the huge scale of
Dl:he conflict, Darfur
seems to drift in and out
of the international conscious-
ness. The result? There has
been no political solution, vio-
lence rages on and humani-
tarian projects in critical sec-
tors such as health and edu-
cation remain under-funded.
With 4.2 million people in
need of assistance, Darfur is
currently the UN’s biggest
humanitarian operation in the
world, and the massive assis-
tance programme will be
required well into next year.
Last week, the UN
Undersecretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs, John
Holmes, travelled to southern
Darfur. Part of the purpose of
his mission was to keep the

relief effort on the internation-
al agenda, and deliver to belea-
guered civilians the message
that they are not forgotten.
After meeting internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) in Ed
Daein camp, home te about
50,000 people, Holmes said:
“Clearly after living in camps,
in some cases for more than
three years, they are frustrat-
ed. While they expressed a
strong desire to return to their
home areas, all the people I
spoke with were unequivocal
that they would only be able
to do so when security con-
ditions were right.”
Distressingly, it does not
seem that the conditions for
their safe and dignified return
will be in place any time soon.
Civilians continue to be dis-

placed as a result of attacks
from all sides — there are about
2.2 million IDPs living in over-
crowded camps. With growing
populations, many camps can
no longer absorb new arrivals,
and tensions are rising.
Meanwhile, as the number
of people in need of assistance
continues to grow, humanitar-
ian operations are threatened
by daily attacks on aid work-
ers. Such attacks, including
assaults, banditry and hijack-
ings, have increased 150 per
cent since June 2006. This
year, more than 135 workers
were temporarily abducted,
armed men invaded 57
humanitarian premises and 88
aid vehicles were hijacked.
The result is that those most
in need of aid — largely women
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and children — may not receive
it. At imes nearly one million
people have been cut off from
assistance because of violence
against aid workers.

If the world continues to
give sporadic attention to
Darfur, the outcome is all too
clear: the violence will contin-
ue to escalate and the human-
itarian situation will deterio-
rate. We must not allow this
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to happen. Humanitarian
workers need safe, unimped-
ed access so that they can
reach all those in need.

While the UN continues to
press officials in Khartoum for
improved humanitarian
access and security for aid
workers, we must also remem-
ber that humanitarian action
can never be a substitute for
a political solution.
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