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I. Operational Updates
A. THE EXPANDED HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE FUND

Project and Financial Status:
As of June 30, 2008, a total of 48 project proposals have been 

submitted to the Expanded Humanitarian Response Fund (ERF) for 

Iraq since August 2007. Of these, 14 project proposals have been 

submitted by international NGOs and 34 by Iraqi NGOs. 

Of the 48 project proposals in total, 33 have been approved for ERF 

funding: 12 are completed, 18 are ongoing and funds have been 

disbursed for another three projects. The total budget cost of these 

33 projects is $5,646,894. 

A further eleven projects are currently under review, totalling 

approximately $2,139,503. Finally, four projects have been rejected 

by the Technical Review Committee (TRC). 

Current partners of the ERF for ongoing projects include: Premiere 

Urgence, Handicap International, Iraqi Youth League, Mercy Corps, 

Muslim Aid, Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights 

and Knowledge for Iraqi Women Society, among others.

Status of 48 Project Proposals Submitted:

Contributions to the ERF:

No new donor contributions were made to the ERF during this 

reporting period. The total contributions to the ERF since August 

2007 are $6,778,472 (three percent of funding goes to administration 

of the pooled fund).
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ERF:  The Expanded Humanitarian Response Fund (ERF) aims to help fill critical humanitarian gaps within different sectors 

through flexible funding readily available for emergency response. The maximum grant is $400,000.

NGO MICRO GRANT: The NGO Micro Grant provides small-scale funds to enable targeted and responsive emergency 

projects by primarily Iraqi NGOs. The maximum grant is $50,000. 
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Contact Details 

Simon Taylor, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 

+962 (0) 799932877 taylor16@un.org

Lina Sunna, NGO Grant Focal Point  

+962 (0) 799011581 sunna@un.org
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Table 1:  Ongoing Projects Funded by the ERF

Ongoing Projects Funded by the ERF

Currently, 18 projects in total are ongoing under the ERF, 

in 12 governorates in the northern, central and southern 

areas of Iraq. These projects will provide 2,500 families with 

food, 2,000 families with non-food items (NFIs), and a further 

9,500 families with both food and NFIs. Furthermore, seeing 

as health is considered one of the priority needs in Iraq for 

the ERF, funding covers three health projects to provide 

medical assistance to 10,948 families, in addition to two 

water projects aimed at providing fresh clean water to 3,080 

families. Overall, many of the ongoing projects funded by the 

ERF target particularly vulnerable population groups, and 

more specifically widows, orphans and the elderly.

Under the ERF, an ongoing project provides medical 

assistance in the form of consumables and equipment to 

Iraqi victims of violence and armed conflict. The beneficiaries 

are patients and casualties brought to the emergency 

departments of referral hospitals in times of crisis. This 

project is implemented by Premiere Urgence. 

A project by Handicap International focuses on people with 

disabilities and/or injuries in the central and southern areas of 

Iraq, more particularly in Anbar, Babylon, Baghdad, Kerbala 

and Wassit governorates. The project provides the patients 

with access to rehabilitation services and basic assistance in 

NO. GOVERNORATE SECTOR / ACTIVITIES BENEFICIARIES (APPROX.)

1 Diyala Food & NFIs 388

2 Wassit, Baghdad, Babylon, Kerbala & Anbar Health 648

3 Baghdad Food 2,500

4 Baghdad Food & NFIs 600

5 Baghdad Health 800

6 Babylon Food & NFIs 800

7 Najaf Water 3,000

8 Erbil NFIs 2,000

9 Diyala, Basrah & Thi Qar Health 4,500

10 Thi Qar Food & NFIs 1,000

11 Wassit Health 5,000

12 Baghdad & Anbar Food & NFIs 2,100

13 Baghdad Food & NFIs 314

14 Sulaymaniyah Food & NFIs 298

15 Anbar Food & NFIs 4,000

16 Dahuk Water 80

17 All of Iraq Needs assessment x

18 All conflict zones Health x

the form of assistive devices, personalised medical equipment 

and specific basic needs kits. 

The Iraq Knowledge Network brings together two of the most 

experienced international NGOs working inside Iraq, International 

Medical Corps and Mercy Corps, to collect, analyze and share 

data on a country-wide level based on quarterly surveys. The 

data and analysis will be used by humanitarian agencies to 

make more informed policy and programme decisions, affecting 

humanitarian and developmental assistance. The start-up and 

pilot quarterly survey is supported by the ERF.

* Total direct beneficiaries from the ERF to date are 51,612 families.
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Completed Projects Funded by the ERF
One project was completed during the month of June 
in Diyala governorate, in central Iraq about 66km to the 
northeast of Baghdad. It shares a border with Iran and 
four other Iraqi governorates: Wassit, Baghdad, Salah 
al-Din and Sulaymaniyah. Diyala has witnessed violent 
conflict and military operations, which have escalated 
displacement inside and around the governorate. 
Forced displacement has affected people’s economic 
and social living conditions, as well as the basic 
infrastructure and the population’s access to basic 
services.

This particular project was implemented by Al Mamoura 
Humanitarian Establishment (MHE), a national Iraqi 
NGO. The project provided 1,091 IDP families and their 
host community with food baskets, as per the Sphere 
calorific-value standards, sufficient for one month, 
as well as NFIs, including clothing for women and 
children.

Beneficiary Story
Thafer Mohammad is a 33-year-old, handicapped 
Iraqi who is married with three children. Thafer is now 
residing in Hay al Askrai, in the Jizani Imam village of 
Diyala governorate. After he was severely injured in an 
accident about two months ago and had to have an arm 
amputated, he has not been able to work nor provide 
an income to support his family. Thafer and his family 
occasionally receive food items as a token of charity 
from their neighbours. Through the ERF funded project, 
MHE provided Thafer and his family, as well as other 
vulnerable local residents in need, with clothing and 
food items that will last them for at least two months.

All photos by Al Mamoura Humanitarian 
Establishment.

Above photos: Damaged housing in Diyala 
governorate.

Left photo: Thafer Mohammad and his family.


