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HUMANITARIAN AGENCIES APPEAL FOR $11.5 MILLIONTO
HELP FLOOD SURVIVORS IN YEMEN

(New York, 10 November 2008): United Nations agencies in partnership with non-
governmental organizations today appealed for $11.5 million to enable them provide
humanitarian aid to an estimated 650,000 people affected by the recent severe floods in
Yemen.

Torrential rainfall lashed eastern Yemen on 24-25 October causing floods that inundated
villages, killing at least 73 people, and destroying homes, crops and other property. The
Wadi Hadramout valley and coastal areas were particularly hard hit. At least 3,264
houses, made mainly of mud bricks, were totally destroyed or damaged beyond repair,
leaving between 20,000 and 25,000 people without shelter. Hundreds of other homes
have been rendered unfit for human habitation.

The funding sought under the Yemen Floods Response Plan will be used to assist those
affected with food, water and sanitation, health and nutrition services, shelter, protection
and education. The plan comprises projects proposed by seven United Nations agencies,
the International Organization for Migration, and two non-governmental organizations in
coordination with the Government of Yemen.

Survivors also need help to restore their means of livelihood quickly. Funding needs for
early recovery efforts will be identified in the coming weeks in consultation with the
Government of Yemen. Several health facilities and an estimated 166 schools and
educational facilities were damaged or destroyed. Flood water caused extensive damage
to local agriculture and honey production.

The timeline for the humanitarian assistance will range from two to six months, with the
food assistance expected to extend until the next harvest in April 2009.

Assistance provided by the UN and NGOs will focus primarily on short-term
humanitarian assistance, while addressing the outstanding gaps in immediate assistance
and initiating the first activities related to post-floods early recovery.

For further information, please call: Stephanie Bunker, OCHA-New York, +1 917 367 5126, mobile +1
917 892 1679, bunker@un.org; Nicholas Reader +1 212 963 4961, mobile +1 646 752 3117,
reader@un.org, John Nyaga, OCHA-NY, + 1 917 367 9262, nyagaj@un.org; Elisabeth Byrs,
OCHAGeneva,+41 22 917 2653, mobile, +41 79 473 4570, byrs@un.org. OCHA press releases are
available at

http://ochaonline.un.org or www.reliefweb.int.




