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Highlights

On 20 January, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon visited xx
the Gaza Strip to demonstrate solidarity with the affected 
population and assure them of the full support of the United 
Nations and the international community. On visiting the UN 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA) compound that was bombed by Israel, Mr Ban 
reiterated his call for a full investigation and to make those 
responsible accountable. He also met with Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert, and visited the town of Sderot in southern 
Israel, a frequent target of Hamas rocket attacks. 

At the request of the Secretary-General, the UN Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, Mr. John Holmes, and UN Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Mr. Robert 
Serry, also visited Gaza on 22 January to launch the 
joint assessment of the immediate needs of the civilian 
population. Given the scale and urgency of the needs, the 
UN and partners are initially focusing on restoring basic 
social services, such as water, health and education, and 
supporting emergency repairs of critical infrastructure. 
Mr. Holmes subsequently paid a one-day visit to Egypt 
for meetings with representatives of the Government of 
Egypt and the League of Arab States, UN officials, the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement and other humanitarian 
agencies. 

The Needs Assessment launched by Mr. Holmes concluded 
with the Gaza Flash Appeal that was launched on 2 February. 
The Appeal, amounting to US$613 million to meet the urgent 
humanitarian needs of 1.4m people in Gaza, includes 
projects that will immediately save lives, and others that will 
ensure essential repairs of key infrastructure to cover the 
period until recovery and reconstruction activities can begin. 
Some 106 projects by non-governmental organizations and 
82 UN projects are included. For more information, please 
visit www.ochaopt.org or www.humanitarianappeal.net 

On 3 February, the international aid community launched 
a Humanitarian Action Plan to help vulnerable people in 
Afghanistan. UN agencies and their partners are seeking 
a total of US$604 million to meet the immediate needs of 
those made most vulnerable by natural disasters, lack of 
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access to basic social services, increasing food insecurity 
caused by rising prices, and the worsening security situation. 
Extreme poverty--42 per cent of the population live on less 
than US$1 per day--and lack of development, increase the 
suffering of the population during times of crisis and limit their 
coping strategies. For more information, please visit www.
humantiarianappeal.net

 

Regional Response to the Gaza Crisis

The Gaza Crisis has had a large impact on the broader xx
region, both in terms of responding to the needs of the 
people of Gaza, and demonstrations in support of the 
Palestinian people. Access for humanitarian goods and 
personnel into Gaza continues to be extremely problematic 
(see map overleaf for the quantities of aid passing through 
the three main crossing points). The majority of aid that was 
sent from Arab and Muslim countries was channelled through 
Egypt by air, sea and land at El Arish before crossing into 
Gaza. The Egyptian Red Crescent Society (ERCS) managed 
the flow of this assistance. Accordingly, it upgraded its office 
and facilities in El Arish and Rafah with support from the 
International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies. Medical supplies were sent to Gaza through Rafah, 
whereas Al Ouja international crossing between Israel and 
Egypt was largely dedicated to food aid and other relief 
items. The World Health Organization (WHO) helped ERCS 
manage the channelling of medical supplies through Rafah. 
It also facilitated the work of medical organizations sending 
personnel through the same border crossing.The World 
Food Programme (WFP), which is leading the Gaza Logistics 
Cluster, established a satellite cell in El Arish to facilitate the 
passage of goods into Gaza for participating UN Agencies and 
NGOs, in close partnership with the Egyptian Red Crescent. 
The cell also collects relevant information from the Egyptian, 
Israeli and Palestinian authorities on assistance crossing 
border points, which is accessible to all aid agencies on the 
Logcluster’s website (www.logcluster.org/gaza09a). 
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U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon speaks to journalists in Gaza City January 20, 2009, in front 
of the United Nations compound that was struck by Israeli fire | Photo: Agencies
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A major constraint is that many donations arrived in El Arish 
without proper documentation or indication of a consignee. 
This has impaired their transfer to Gaza. As of 31 January, 
3,000 Metric Tonnes of humanitarian supplies, which 
had crossed into Israel via Al Ouja was stockpiled at the 
Kerem Shalom terminal due to lack of clearance to enter 
Gaza. This situation has  prompted border authorities at El 
Ouja not to accept humanitarian cargo that has no proper 
documentation. Many truck drivers had no other options 
but to return to El Arish and unload their shipments at the 
Municipal Stadium. An estimated 12,000 Metric Tonnes of 
humanitarian supplies have accumulated at the Stadium 
as a result. As of 5 February, the Rafah crossing has been 
closed, leaving the avenues for channelling aid into Gaza 
even more limited. Agencies sending aid to Gaza should 
coordinate with the Humanitarian Country Team for the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory or respective humanitarian 
cluster and sector leads over which assistance is 
appropriate and what requirements they should meet.

In the United Arab Emirates, a donor meeting was held xx
on 12 January at the behest of HH Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Zayed al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, to review the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza and evaluate the best and 
fastest means of delivering assistance to the civilians who 
are suffering. The meeting was chaired by H.E. Dr Anwar 
Gargash, UAE Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, and 
attended by UAE Minister of State H.E. Reem Al Hashemi, 
H.E. Sana’a Darwish, Humanitarian Advisor to HH Sheikh 
Hamdan, 19 Ambassadors of donor countries, and senior 
representatives of UN agencies, UAE officials and the 
Red Crescent Authority. Participants were briefed about 
the latest humanitarian situation and major requirements 
by senior representatives of the UN and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

On 17-18 January, Kuwait hosted the Arab Economic, xx
Social and Development Summit.   Much of the Summit was 
dominated by discussions on Gaza, during which the Emir 
of Kuwait pledged US$34 million for UNRWA operations. 
This was followed by an announcement of US$ 1 billion by 
the King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia for the reconstruction of 
Gaza. The way in which these resources will be allocated 
has not yet been finalised. In addition, the draft resolution 
of the Summit called for increasing employment rates in the 

Arab world, focusing on national efforts in the development 
of human resources, putting socio-economic policies that 
would reduce poverty by half by 2015, and introducing an 
emergency Arab food security programme. 

Syriaxx ’s First Lady, Ms. Asma Al-Assad, officially supported 
UNRWA’s “For the Children of Gaza” campaign, which was 
launched on 12 January in cooperation with a number of 
partners from the public, private and civil society sectors. 
The campaign aims to raise funds in support of the children 
of Gaza and to raise awareness amongst the children of 
Syria regarding the unnecessary violence and loss of life.

Yemen

On 19 January, UNHCR reported that two smugglersxx ’ boats 
carrying Somalis and Ethiopians had capsized in the high 
seas separating the Horn of Africa and Yemen, leaving 
at least 15 people dead and a dozen missing. The boats 
were transporting 270 people. In the first incident, Yemeni 
authorities recovered six bodies, while 32 passengers who 
made it to shore near Dhubab, 200 kilometres west of Aden, 
were given first aid, food and water. The remaining 112 
passengers are believed to have reached land, but their 
whereabouts were not immediately known. In the second 
incident, a boat carrying 120 people capsized on Sunday off 
the Yemeni town of Ahwar.  Nine bodies were recovered and 
buried by a local aid agency, while 99 people are known to 
have made it to shore. The remaining 12 are missing and 
feared dead. 

On 29 January, the Integrated Regional Information xx
Networks (IRIN) reported on hundreds of children being 
engaged in the fighting between two tribes in Amran 
Governorate, northern Yemen. Quoting the local NGO 
‘Seyaj Organisation for Childhood Protection’, IRIN reported 
that almost half of the combatants were under 18, and forty 
percent of the victims are children aged 14-15.

Kyrgyzstan

As of 28 January, the Kyrgyzstan Flash Appeal remained xx
severely under-funded with only $2,486,428 (12.1%) out of 
the original request for $20,586,803 received, most of which 
was provided through the United Nations Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF). Projects in the Health, Water and 
Sanitation sectors had received no funds at all.

With temperatures now well below freezing and power cuts 
interrupting social services, including medical services, 
substantial additional funding for the Flash Appeal is urgently 
needed. According to WFP, the food security situation in the 
country has continued to deteriorate due to the ongoing 
impact of last year’s adverse weather and drought, as well 
as the rising cost of food and agricultural inputs. 

Since the onset of the cold season, the government has 
resumed electricity rationing (6 to 18 hours per day) 
throughout the country including the capital city Bishkek. 
Scheduled and unintended power cuts are affecting many 

Students with Syrian First Lady Asma Akhras al-Assad  
Photo: Pawel Krzysiek and Alexander Binek
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social, medical and mass care facilities, and more than 
200,000 children (1/3 of all school children) across the country 
have been forced to stay out of school for two months due to 
lack of heating and power supply. According to the French 
NGO ACTED’s rapid assessment of rural households in three 
provinces, 73% of the population was using open sources for 
water and only 17% had access to piped water. Of those with 
access to piped water, 64% reported it working only for 1-3 
hours and 27% for 3-8 hours per day due to lack of electricity 
or equipment failures. For more information, please visit 
www.reliefweb.int

Kazakhstan

On 23 January, the Caucasus Disaster Risk Management xx
Initiative (CAC DRMI) was held by the World Bank and the 
UN/International Strategy for Disaster Reduction Secretariat 
in collaboration with international partners, in line with 
the Hyogo Framework for Action. The CAC DRMI aims at 
reducing the vulnerability of the countries of Central Asia and 
the Caucasus to the risks of disasters and incorporates three 
focus areas, with the possibility to include new activities: 
(i) coordination of disaster mitigation, preparedness, and 
response; (ii) financing of disaster losses, reconstruction 
and recovery, and disaster risk transfer instruments, such 
as catastrophe insurance and weather derivatives, and (iii) 
hydro-meteorological forecasting, data sharing and early 
warning.

Syria

UN humanitarian assistance in Syria is suffering from poor xx
funding. The Syria Drought Flash Appeal, launched in Oct 
2008, remains only 16% funded as of 31 January, the majority 
of which was donated by the CERF. 

The UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) is xx
continuing its activities in support of Iraqi refugees in Syria. 
However, its approved funding for 2009 is almost half of its 
operational budget for 2008, and UNHCR has had to defer 
many activities until funding improves over the course of the 
year.

United Arab Emirates

The Dubai International Scientific Advisory Board met on 15 xx
January to finalise the preparations for DIHAD 2009, to be 
held at the International Convention Centre from 7-9 April. The 
theme for this year’s Dubai International Humanitarian Aid 
and Development conference is “Empowering Communities: 
From Disasters to Development”, and the keynote speech 
will be given by Dr. Bekele Geleta, Secretary General of the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Crescent Societies. 
Other speakers will include Ms Margareta Wahlstrom, UN 
Assistant Secretary General for Disaster Reduction, and 
H.E. Atta Almanan Bahkit, Assistance Secretary General of 
the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), and Ms. 
Jane Bullock, Former Chief of Staff, FEMA, USA. This year’s 
conference will also contain poster displays of successful 
examples of community empowerment.

Details of the preceding one-day workshop, “Introduction to 
the International Humanitarian System” have been agreed, 
and bookings are now being taken. For more information 
about the programme and bookings, please visit www.dihad.
org, or contact Attracta D’Silva on attracta.dsilva@index.ae

The second donors’ briefing held by OCHA ROMENACA xx
was hosted by the Egyptian Embassy on 27 January, and 
was attended by representatives from 14 Embassies. 
Attendees were briefed on the main humanitarian events and 
developments in the region, including outstanding issues in 
Gaza, Yemen, Central Asia, Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Iraqi refugees in a UNHCR registration centre in Damascus.   
Photo: IRIN  / Julian Weinberg (file photo)

        Useful Links
www.reliefweb.org
www.humaniatarianappeal.net
www.ochaopt.org
www.ochairaq.org
www.irinnews.org
http://cerf.un.org 
www.unhcr.org
www.wfp.org

Upcoming Events

1 February: Humanitarian Forum Donors’ Coordination 
Meeting on Gaza, Doha

2-3 February: UNDAC Advisory Board, Geneva

23-24 February: OCHA/IRIN/IHC Media Training on 
International Humanitarian Law, Dubai, UAE

For more information, please contact:
Nadia Evans, OCHA Dubai, 00971 50 2279808,
evans2@un.org




