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PST recommends project redesign

The NVS Project Steering Team (PST)
has recommended that the NVS
Project Document be re-designed. At
the PST meeting held on 11™ February
2009, the PST recommended that the
NVS should be re-designed with the
aim of addressing and strengthening
the projects sustainability and linkages
with other actors.

Consequently, project activities in the
districts where the project has been
launched will continue to their logical
conclusion while the new project
design is being crafted. Following this
new development, project launches in
Mombasa, Lugari, Molo, Mt Elgon,
Kakamega Central, Naivasha, Kericho,

Kipkelion, Koibatek and Marakwet will
not take place until the redesign
process is completed. The Project
document defines the objectives and
scope of the project and forms the
basis for its management and the
assessment of overall success.

The PST was attended by
representatives from the Ministry of
State for Internal Security and
Provincial Administration, National
Steering Committee for Peace Building
and Conflict Management, UNDP,
UNV, the Kenya Red Cross Society,
National Volunteer Network NAVNET
and UNOCHA

NVS launched in six more districts

The Neigbourhood volunteer scheme has been launched in
eleven (11) districts out of the 21 that are targeted. Launches in
six districts were conducted on various dates in December
2008. The six districts are Kisumu East (Kondele and Kolwa),
Trans-Nzoia East (Geta, Kiptoror, Cherengany, Surwerwa and
Kapkarwa), Trans Nzoia West (Saboti and Central division),
Kwanza (Endebess and Matumbei), Sotik (Ndanai, Kapletundo,
Abosi and Mutarakwa) and Borabu (Mekeneno, Esissie,
Nyansiongo and Kiangeni).

Like in the other districts where the project has been launched,
the process of the launch included a commitment ceremony for
the neighbourhood volunteers. The volunteers were trained
and oriented on a range of topics in order to strengthen their
capacity to contribute to the existing and emerging
mechanisms of harnessing the community towards
reconciliation, peace building, recovery and revitalising the
ethos of nationhood.

The training contents includes modules and topics such as
peace and reconciliation, humanitarian service , basic
counselling / psycho-social support, volunteerism, nationhood
and nation building, understanding of conflict, early warning
systems and response, proliferation of small arms and light
weapons, wealth creation and youth issues, advocacy,
facilitation skills and planning.

In the remaining 10 districts the following neighbourhoods
have been identified and have trainers as well as volunteers
ready to begin their activities in 2009:

Neighbourhood Volunteers take the volunteers pledge
during the launch of the project in Kwanza District

Kakamega Central (Municipality), Marakwet (Sengwe, Kapterit,
Kamoi and Cherangany), Kipkelion (Kamasian), Koibatek
(Mumberes, Eldama Ravine and Sagere), Naivasha (Kiambogo
and Mbaruk) Molo (Kuresol) Mombasa (Kisauni) Mt Elgon
(Changeywo) Kericho Kericho (Township and Kaplelarget)
Lugari (Mautama). Official launches in these districts will be
conducted after the project redesign process is completed.

Overall, 928 Neighbourhood Volunteers have been mobilised
and trained to work in areas most affected by post election
violence



Neigbourhood Volunteer activities

continue as project is being
redesigned

Neighbourhood Volunteers in districts where the NVS project
has been launched are currently working around three
thematic areas: conflict resolution and peace building,
counselling, humanitarian response and early recovery.

Through community dialogue forums and networking with
Community Based Organizations (CBOs), Faith Based
Organizations (FBOs) and the Provincial Administration, the
neighbourhood volunteers have identified probable causes of
the conflict within their neighbourhoods and in several cases
have successfully contained potential conflicts.

They have mapped out and implemented strategies to
mitigate conflicts through, facilitating mediation of affected
members of the neighbourhood, mobilizing more volunteers
for peace and reconciliation through activities such as music,
drama and sports.

Neigbourhood Volunteers visit a family affected by
the post election violence in Kisumu

In Eldoret East District (Burnt Forest), the volunteers have held
more than 20 meetings to sensitize the community on peaceful
co-existence. District Coordinator Mr. Wesley Chebii says the
volunteers divided the district into zones so that they can reach
more people within the community.

NVS Theme song released

Mr. Dominic Odipo, NVS Kisumu East District
Coordinator presents farm implements to members
of the comminitv

He says that since the volunteers started working in August
2008, peace has prevailed in the area because the immediate
causes of conflict such as illegal grazing of farm animals on
ot her p e ogpelcodtin®uslf being misigated.

The volunteers are also linking people who are in need to
support mechanisms from the Kenya Government (Provincial
Administration), FBOs, NGOs and CBOs. In Kisumu East and
Nakuru for example, volunteers are participating in the
distribution of food and non food items as well as facilitating
the tracing processes in the neighbourhoods so as to enable the
re-uniting of family members.

As a result, the return of IDPs has been ongoing in places such
as Nakuru, Kwanza, Trans Nzoia East and Trans Nzoia West,
thereby contributing to a reduction in number of IDPs in camps;
businesses have also resumed and people of various ethnic
backgrounds can trade in the same neighbourhoods.

In Kisumu East District, (Kondele and Kolwa locations in Winam
division) Neighbourhood Volunteers have visited homes and
IDP camps to support those who require councelling and
psycho social support. They have made referrals to specialised
institutions such as the Provincial Hospital and the family
health clinic in Kisumu.

The volunteers are also mobilizing the community to form

Youth, Men and Women groups who are then linked to
facilities like the Constituency Development Fund (CDF).

Ms. Flora Bwuzu, a volunteer with the

Flora Bwuzu

The theme song for the Neighbourhood Volunteer
Scheme (NVS) has been released. The song titled Amani
proclaims that peace in our communities is of
fundamental importance and a responsibility of all
Kenyans. For Kenya to realize its development objectives,
it is essential that peace and tranquillity is maintained
and ethnic diversity should be strength for Kenya and not
a source of destabilization. It is a reminder to all, to
selflessly guard and support peaceful well being and
coexistence in the community and be part of a National

campaign for the promotion of peace and reconciliation. The song was composed by

Neighborhood Volunteer Scheme in
Eldoret District, Kenya. Flora is an
accomplished singer and song writer.
She has produced five albums. The
composition and production of the
song was sponsored by United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP),
United Nations Volunteers (UNV) and
the Government of Kenya through the
Neighborhood Volunteer Scheme.



Neigbourhood Volunteer recognized for peace building efforts

Ken Rutto, a Neigbourhood Volunteer from Simat Neigbourhood in Uasin Gishu District has been awarded for his exemplary achievements
in promoting the youth agenda t owar d goald theawardevaslpresented to Rutto byd/ice
President Hon Kalonzo Musyoka during the launch of the Kenya Generation Change Campaignhe Kenyatta International Conference
Center (KICC) on 20 January 2009.

The campaign is an initiative of the Ministry of Youth Affairs (MOYA) in conjunction with the Brand Kenya Board. The campaign aims at
building confidence among the youth, training and motivating them to internalize, appreciate and celebrate the country's diversity, values,
natural endowment and heritage.

Rutto who comically refers to himself as the Uasin Gishu
District Comedian says he has not missed any of the
Districts Peace meetings. He says he was nominated for
the award because he uses the tools of comedy to create
a message of hope and to help people in conflict find a
way to co-exist in peace. The content of his comical
presentations attracted the attention of Uasin Gishu
District Commissioner and other leaders in government
who recommended his nomination.

During his performances at meetings organized by the
Neigbourhood Volunteer Scheme, Rutto attracts large
crowds. Asked what messages he passes on to his
audi ence, Rutto says “Pe
because it is the will of God that you were born, nobody
chose to be born into one tribe or another, further more
human beings are born with dignity and equal rights and
therefore every Kenyan citizen has a right to live
anywhere he chooses"”.

Mr. Ken Rotich receives an award from Vice President Hon Kalonzo
Musyoka

Ruttosaysi t ' gouth whe@were most affected by post
election violence. “They are the most affected by the issues of land ownership and unemployment which are the main catalysts of
Vi ol eHiseole {5 to contribute towards changing the attitudes of youth so that they can change their ways and get involved positively
within the community. “ Encourage the youth to work hard, not everybody can secure formal employment, | urge them to be self
employed and to avoid idleness because when they are idle they can be used to perpetuate violence”.

Apart from his performances at meetings organized in his home district, Rutto has participated in various peace initiatives in other areas.
In June 2008, he was among 86 people who participated in a national peace caravan from Eldoret to Nairobi. Their objective was to pass
the message of peace and show that youth should not be criminals but peace makers. He recently participated in a youth exchange
programme between youth from Kisii and Uasin gishu. The youth from Kisii spent four days in Uasin Gishu.

Despite the great steps he has made in promoting peace and reconciliation, Rutto says he has faced many challenges. He is sometimes

heckled by members of his community whoviewhi m as a traitor because he visits and reache
explain to them that | am not a traitor but a volunteer whose mission is to promote peace and reconciliation across ethnicboundar i es ”
He is optimistic that he will.l overcome these chaldbkmnrgngtisnaland f ul f i

IDP camps. It is my hope that all displaced people living in IDP camps will have gone back and resettled in their homes”.

Project Coverage

The NVS has been implemented in 11 neighbourhoods in the The following districts were identified and have volunteers
following districts. ready to begin activities in the neighbourhoods
1. Nairobi North — Mathare North, Huruma and 1. Kakamega Central — Municipality;
Mathare 4A; 2.  Marakwet — Sengwe, Kapterit, Kamoi and
2.  Nairobi East —Dandora, Mukuru and Kayole; Cherangany;
3. Nairobi West — Kibera, Dagoretti and 3. Kipkelion —Kamasian;
Kawangware; 4.  Koibatek — Mumberes, Eldama Ravine and
4.  Nakuru —Kaptembwa and Baruti; Sagere;
5. Uasin Gishu —Burnt Forest; 5. Naivasha —Kiambogo and Mbaruk;
6. Kisumu East —Kondele and Kolwa; 6.  Molo —Kuresoi;
7. Trans Nzoia East — Geta, Kiptoror, Cherengany, 7. Mombasa —Kisauni;
Surwerwa and Kapkarwa; 8. Kericho —Kericho Township and Kaplelarget;
8. Trans Nzoia West — Saboti and Central division; 9.  Lugari —Mautuma;
9. Kwanza — Endebess and Matumbei; 10. Mt. Elgon —Changeywo.
10. Sotik — Ndanai, Kapletundo, Abosi and

Mutarakwa.
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