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General Overview
There is increasing concern on the worsening drought situation in Kenya which is leading more and more
resource-based conflicts, keeping food price high, and rising malnutrition levels, among other effects. As
the Long Rains season (March-June) came to an end after a poor performance, the food security
prospects for the upcoming months are dismal. The effects of the poor rains are specially being felt in the
south-eastern and coastal marginal agricultural areas and significant parts of the pastoral livelihood zone
in the north and east parts of Kenya. There has been an upsurge in violent attacks arising from a
proliferation of resource based conflicts in pastoral areas. Inter-Clan conflicts have been reported at least
across 10 districts (Baringo, Kuria, Isiolo, Laikipia, West Pokot, Samburu, Narok, Marsabit, Maringo and
Marakwet). These areas are also amongst the districts worst affected by poor rains and hence face limited
resources for livestock.

The Kenya Food Security Network warns that:-

e The districts in the north and east (Isiolo, Garbatulla, Turkana, Samburu, Marsabit, Moyale,
Garrisa) remain dry, where no rainfall reported as the March- June long rains failed/or are
performing poorly;

e The current food security situation for
pastoralists and marginal agricultural
farm households residing in the
south-eastern and coastal lowlands is
precarious;

e The nutrition status of children below 4*,
five years worsened in some districts
during the month. In Samburu district,
the percentage of those considered at
risk of malnutrition (based on MUAC
measurement) increased to 29.4 from
21.8 last month. In Moyale, the
nutrition status of children below five
years declined, with the percentage of
children rated at risk of malnutrition
rising to 35% from 30.6 in April. The
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decline was attributed to higher food prices and reduced availability of food.
Source: ALRMP & KFSSG

e Pastoralists are reported to be clustering around only a few areas of West Pokot, parts of northern
and eastern Garissa, south-western Samburu, South-western Tana River, central parts of Kajiado,
northern Moyale, northern and western Mandera; and northern and western Turkana, adjacent to
southern Sudan and Uganda, respectively. These are areas with improved availabilibity of water
and pasture.

The Kenya Food Security Steering Group has scheduled the Long Rains Assessment for 13-31 July.
The assessment results will give a clear picture of the food security situation in the Arid and Semi Arid
Lands (ASALS).

The Kenya Human Rights Commission undertook a fact finding mission to Kuria east, a district
affected by inter-clan conflict. Close to 6,920 persons were displaced and 7 died people in the June
clashes in Kuria East district (South-western part of Nyanza province). In addition, 105 houses were
burnt. The mission included a public meeting organised by the Provincial Commissioner and
discussions with networks working in Kuria with the aim of:-

e investigating possible historical differences and grievances between the two clans [Bwirege and
Nyabasi];

e magnitude of the political overtones in the clashes;
nature and form of the clashes; major actors- victims,
sSponsors;

e possible human rights violations by all the actors;
presence of any locally-driven peace-building initiatives
amongst other humanitarian efforts by Red cross;

e areas of intervention [humanitarian, peace-building and
reconciliation, reconstruction and guarantee of non-
repetition).

OCHA patrticipated in the mission and is working with the
UNDP Peace and Development Team in highlighting gaps
in conflict resolution. An inter- agency meeting held on 24"

June in Nairobi highlighted priority gaps in peace-building, food aid, A classroom turned to a safe haven-
photo/OCHA

Health, Protection and Shelter and WASH. Agencies on the ground

report that there has been a general lack of coordinated humanitarian response. Actors also expressed
the need to activate the District Steering Group that will assist in the coordination of humanitarian
response for affected populations.

A total of 181 people were reported killed during conflicts that took place during the month of June.
This is an increase in number, compared to those reported killed at the same time last year, where
figures stood at 116. The months of May and June have recorded deaths in Kuria, where no deaths
had been reported since January. Past conflicts in Kuria were related to cattle rustling, and present
times are seeing land and boundary disputes between the Nyabasi and Bwirege clans contributing to
reported deaths. According to the Kenya Red Cross, seven people have died since May this year and
7,000 displaced,; Isiolo district continues to record an increase in the number of those killed during
conflicts. A security operation took place earlier in June, and seven policemen are amongst those
reported killed. Media reports indicate that the ammunition being used in the conflict could be part of a
consignment stolen from a British Army armory last month.
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On 16 June, a fire in Kericho (in North Rift Valley) engulfed 46 people causing serious injuries when a
petrol tanker ferrying gasoline overturned and local residents rushed to the scene to siphon fuel. The
tanker exploded into flames engulfing the masses. Four people died after hospitalisation due to gravity of
the burns sustained. Other victims hospitalized at the District hospital included 3 women, 2 children
(around 14 years), and 39 men (aged between 18 i 30 years. UNOCHA visited the hospital and the site of
the accident on 17" June 2009. The Kenya army airlifted 13 patients to Nairobi for specialized treatment.
The hospital was overstretched in terms of personnel and medical supplies. Medical personnel were
deployed from hospitals in neighbouring districts. The director noted that surge capacity will be required
since most of the mobilized personnel will have to return to their stations soon. MSF Belgium supported by
OCHA facilitated the mobilization of stocks required to respond to the tragedy. OCHA is supporting the
MoSSP to devise public awareness messages highlighting the dangers of siphoning fuel.

The GoK, through parliament, adopted the National land Policy on 28 June. The much waited policy
elaborates on first proposing a Commission to oversee its implementation and further delves into rights of
marginalized groups like pastoralists, hunters, forest dwellers, etc; and how to mainstream Disaster
Management; tackling land issues that arise from displacement of both Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs) and refugees; how to deal with landless persons; making better use of idle land and addressing
historical injustices and conflicts.

The Humanitarian Coordinator has approved funding totalling almost USD 530,000 from the Emergency
Response Fund (ERF)for projects in the livestock sector in worst affected ASAL areas and for response to
declining nutrition in urban slums. CONCERN is working with partners including the Ministry of Public
Health to address humanitarian needs and rising levels of acute malnutrition in seven urban slums in parts
of Nairobi and Kisumu targeting 10,000 mothers and at least 1500 severely malnourished children. The
emergency project aims to address in the supply of therapeutic foods for severely malnourished children,
persistent aggravating factors for malnutrition such as poor infant and child feeding, micro-nutrient
deficiencies and poor community mobilisation. COOPI seeks to reduce food insecurity and malnutrition
and to improve the livelihoods of inhabitants of Mathare and Huruma informal settlements in Nairobi by

increasi ng househol dsd® purchasing power and food acc

situation and. An estimated 6 000 households (totalling to 18.000 people: 9000 children 6000 women and
3000 men) will benefit from this project.

Emergency response funds will also be used to benefit pastoralist communities in Isiolo and Marsabit.
Vétérinaires Sans Frontiers (VSF) Switzerland, aim to assist 33,000 households (approximately 200,000
people) through support to animal health interventions and livestock off take in Isiolo. The project intends
to increase household income to cash and meat among vulnerable households and to decrease mortality
and disease among livestock. The Pastoralist Integrated Support Programme (PISP) will provide support
to more than 15,700 vulnerable people in Marsabit through destocking and distribution of meat.

Reserve funds have been set aside for rapid response initiatives that may occur.

Humanitarian Coordinator highlighted the funding gaps in the EHRP to the Donor Coordination Group at a
meeting held on 7 July.
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OCHA, UNEP, IOM, CARE and the Institute for Security Studies undertook a joint mission to Turkana and
Karamoja as part of the Regional Partnership Initiative on Disaster Risk Reduction on Climate Change,
Migration and Cross- Border Conflict in Pastoralist communities. The team travelled on 29 June to 4 July
in the Phase one of the initiative that aims to
and mobility needs for pastoralists from the border areas of Kenya, Uganda, Southern Sudan and Ethiopia.
The team also aims to collect evidence of the impact of climate change on pastoral mobility and security in
the Horn of Africa as well as develop an advocacy strategy for the needs of pastoralists, among other
expected outcomes.

Il. Humanitarian Situation

Food Security
Food prices have remained well above normal levels. Harvests are expected in July/August in early

harvesting areas in Nyanza and Western regions. However the harvests are not expected to result in
reduction of food prices in the pastoral areas. Food prices, particularly for maize have remained much
above normal levels in spite of growing imports from Uganda and Tanzania.
WEFP says the food pipeline remains under-resourced particularly for cereals. WFP currently faces a US$
105 million shortfall until the end of the year. The total beneficiaries of 3.2 million targeted under current
food distributions are distributed as follows:

V 2.6 million for General Food Distribution/Food For Assets

V 306,000 Expanded School Feeding Programme

V 300,000 Supplementary Feeding.

The Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) says that national maize stock as at 29™ May 2009 is 6.5 million bags
against national requirement of 9 million bags to reach 30" August 2009 when the earliest harvest will
start. The national maize deficit therefore is 2.5 million bags. It is however expected that the Long Rains
season harvest could offset another 1 million bags which would leave the deficit of 1.5 million bags. MoA
says this deficit can be overcome if external inflows of maize continue. Food insecurity concerns remain
high as the purchasing powers are compromised by maize price hikes, failure of markets to recover from
past shortages, effects of drought in certain areas and market controls by traders.

The situation in Marsabit is dire with reports of thousands of cattle dying. Media reports put the number of
dead cattle at 37,000 in north Horr. The KRC informed that there is an acute water shortage in the area.
Five boreholes have broken down. KRC has sent a rapid response team to fix some of the boreholes. It
was noted that the output of the boreholes is also inadequate hence a huge demand for water
trucking activities. In addition, Marsabit has faced a protracted conflict which has had an impact in the area
affecting some residents who are reported to be confined within a 20 km radius and cannot access pasture
for livestock, a situation leading to livestock deaths and constrained livelihoods.

Nutrition

Recent nutrition surveys indicate that levels of acute malnutrition are critical in Turkana, Mandera,
Marsabit, Laisamis and Samburu where rates of global acute malnutrition are above 20%. This means 1
child out of 5 is affected by acute malnutrition hence exposed to high risk of morbidities and mortalities.
Levels of acute malnutrition are serious in areas traditionally not affected by acute malnutrition such as
Kajiado and Kinango with rates of global acute malnutrition above 10%. WHO classifications of Global
acute malnutrition are > 15% = Critical situation and Global acute malnutrition > 10% = Serious situation.

UNICEF states that in Isiolo a rapid nutrition assessment indicates very high levels (i.e. >30%) of children
being at risk of becoming acutely malnourished. The coverage of nutrition interventions does not reach the
minimum standard of 50% in order to have a public health impact. As of May the average coverage for the
whole country was about 15-20% for management of acute malnutrition. With the support of CERF,
nutrition interventions will scale-up for the next 5 months in Kajiado, Kitui, Mwingi, West Pokot and Kilifi
districts and increase the coverage up to 25-30%. However, this is short term support, until October 2009.
Given the very poor outcomes of the long rains, the situation is expected to seriously deteriorate,
especially in districts receiving no or limited support, if nutrition interventions do not maintain higher levels
of coverage in some districts e.g. Kajiado, Kinango, Marsabit, Wajir, Turkana, West Pokot and do not
scale-up in others i.e. Isiolo, Samburu, Baringo.

The nutrition sector funding needs were estimated at USD 16M for 2009. This will be revised upward as a



result of the failed long rains. To date the nutrition sector is 50% funded. Despite some donor support and
CERF funding, the sector remains seriously under- funded to reach minimum targets. Some partners do
not have any funding to support interventions. The sector will face critical gaps by October 2009 if more
funding is not received.

The ERF Technical Review Board recommended two projects to benefit from the ERF funding to respond
to urban vulnerabilities. CONCERN is partnering with the Ministry of Public Health to address humanitarian
needs and rising levels of acute malnutrition in seven urban slums in parts of Nairobi and Kisumu targeting
10,000 mothers and at least 1500 severely malnourished children. The emergency project aims to address
in the supply of therapeutic foods for severely malnourished children (6-59 months), persistent aggravating
factors for malnutrition such as poor infant and child feeding, micro-nutrient deficiencies and poor
community mobilisation. COOPI seeks to reduce food insecurity and malnutrition and to improve the
livelihoods of inhabitants of Mathare and Huruma informal settlements in Nairobi by increasing
househol hkhsng popar and food access. The foreseen activities of Cash for Work (CFW), small
scale urban agriculture and hygiene and nutrition awareness campaigns will allow slum dwellers to get
cash to help them cope with the high food prices while, at the same time, will involve them in improving
their sanitary and nutrition situation and practices. 6 000 households (totalling to 18.000 people: 9000
children 6000 women and 3000 men) will benefit from this project.

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)
The number of returnees remains at 347,000 persons. For families that remain at camps, transit sites and
relocation sites (an estimated 61 000 people), issues of shelter, WASH and food aid remain paramount.

Refugees

OCHA is facilitating the development of a UNCT Joint Strategy for assistance to refugee-hosting
communities. The overarching goal of the strategy is to provide coordinated assistance to address the
concerns of host communities, as the foundation for a coherent longer term development plan. The
strategybés specific objectives are t o -lostipgpaceast to
provide assistance geared towards the socio-economic development of host communities and to support
local capacity building among host communities.

According to UNHCR, there is a noticeable increase of arrivals in Dadaab, with 6,463 refugees registered
in June. An estimated 200 refugees are crossing into Kenya daily. The arrivals are mainly from the
Lower/Middle Juba regions, as well as from Mogadishu. Increasing insecurity in the Jubas and Mogadishu,
coupled with drought/food insecurity, including in Gedo region (bordering Kenya), are cited as main
reasons for this arrival trend. More than 40,000 new arrivals have registered this year with more than
36,000 from Somalia. The overall population in Dadaab currently stands at 284,306 persons as of 5 July
2009, an increase of 21% since the beginning of 2009 (from 235,455 persons) (UNHCR, SO Dadaab).
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The outbreak of cholera has cumulatively affected 33 districts nation-wide as at 30" June, with a total of
4128 suspected cases, 86 deaths and a CFR of 2.1% since January 2009, according to the Ministry of
Public Health and Sanitation. So far the outbreak has been contained in 22 Districts. Six (6) Districts are
still reporting new cases. OCHA, WH O, MS F, I
combat the spread, with CERF funds contributing to local initiatives aimed at fighting the scourge. As the
Long Rains Season has come to an end, and with the current drought, there is increased concern about
the limited availability of water and consequent health implications.
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The Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation has confirmed the HIN1 outbreak in Kisumu, Garrissa and
Nairobi with 6 cases reported. WHO is supporting the Kenyan authorities with increased screening of
suspected cases, and treatment of the confirmed cases.

There are three laboratory confirmed measles cases reported from Dadaab Refugee Camp. There are
new arrivals daily into the already congested camps and it is possible that this could be a case of
transmission. The Ministry of Health, WHO and other partners met to discuss ways of stepping up
response to the outbreak.

WHO reported that there are 8 cases of multi-drug resistance tuberculosis in the Dadaab camp. The TB
does not respond to the current combination of drugs. A team of health workers was deployed to teh camp
to assess the situation.

Disaster Risk Reduction/Management

As part of strengthened advocacy for drought preparedness, the IASC agreed to produce a drought alert
bulletin that highlights the worsening humanitarian situation caused by drought, and signal early warning
for preparedness.

OCHA is supporting the Ministry of Special Programmes to design a campaign on the dangers of
siphoning fuel in light of the recent oil tanker tragedies in the country.

A National Fire Safety Manual has been developed through a collaborative effort of the Government
departments, KRCS, private companies and OCHA. The manual is to be shared at the next 5" Quarterly
Stakeholders Meeting scheduled for July 9, 2009. The Quarterly Stakeholders Meeting brings together
responders to Emergencies and Accidents in Kenya. The manual is one of the main activities the
stakeholders had agreed to engage for the second quarter of 2009.
Additionally A national Fire Safety week is planned in the week of 31 7" August, 2009. Activities
scheduled for the week include:

e An open Day on Fire Safety awareness to the public

e An Emergency Drill on Fire Evacuation in one of the City Buildings

e A competition for school children on fire safety. (A number of schools in the informal settlements in

Nairobi have been trained on fire safety through support from the KRCS and the Fire Brigade.)

Peace Building

The Rift Valley Provincial Commissioner (PC), District Commissioners and MPs from the Turkana/Pokot
region held an urgent meeting to discuss interventions aimed at mitigating the intensifying conflict and
insecurity in the region. Two administration police officers were shot dead by raiders on 20" June 2009,
7.5 Kilometers west of Kainuk and their guns were also taken away. Two days before this incident, a police
reservist and another young man were also killed in what is believed to be cattle rustling driven events.
Among the main attributes to the conflict include drought, crime, raids, commercialisation of cattle rustling
and political interference. It was agreed that the MPs will hold joint meetings between the Pokot and
Turkana leaders at Turkwell and in Kainuk in coming weeks. All the seven constituencies in the region will
be represented and each constituency will organize 20 participants including opinion leaders, and District
Peace Committee members, PC and MPs from the region will hold monthly meeting to discuss conflict
management in the region.

USAID funded the training of District Peace Committee members in Nakuru district on 2-5 June 2009
targeting District Peace Committee leaders from five districts - Naivasha, Nakuru, Nakuru North, Njoro and
Molo. The training integrates peace building activities and community policing at the community level.

The GoK in partnership with UNDP on 22 June launched a training programme targeting administrators in
353 districts across Kenya on peace building and conflict resolution. The training will have specific focus
on preventing and resolving conflicts through intelligence-based information gathering.

Protection

On 29™ June 2009, the members of the Protection Working Group held a meeting with the Permanent
Secretary (PS) in the Ministry of Justice, National Cohesion and Constitutional Affairs. The main agenda
item for discussion with the PS was the chairing of the Protection Working Group by the Ministry of Justice.
The PS gave a commitment that the Ministry was interested in taking up the role and this will be
communicated officially in writing to the UNHCR representative. In addition the PS also informed members

of the Working Group that the Ministry would part

Ministry will be given two slots to present during the Forum scheduled for 30™ and 31st of July 2009.The



discussion also centred on the need for an IDP policy for the country. The PS noted that the upcoming
Great Lakes Protocol meeting to be held on 9" and 10™ July 2009 as well as the Stakehol der s 6 |
would provide an opportunity for discussions amongst Stakeholders on an IDP policy for Kenya.

UNHCR undertook a mission to Ndeffo area of Njoro district. This was on receipt of information from the
IDP Network on purportedly hunger related deaths in the area. The area had been affected by post-
election violence and approximately 375 houses destroyed. Many of the residents had sought refuge in
IDP camps in Naivasha and Nakuru districts and had only returned back to the area late last year.
Approximately 1300 households were beneficiaries of food aid until end of March 2009 when food
distributions for IDPs were stopped country wide. Although the returning IDPs benefited from the
Government 6s assistance with agdangsubstantial mihfallinthp pasts ,
two months and there is a real likelihood of widespread crop failure (both maize and beans) in the area.

Of the two alleged hunger-related deaths that were reported to the IDP Network, one was an 85yr old lady
and the other a child aged 2yrs. There is a high level of food security stress in this part of the south Rift.
The villages that have been affected severely by crop failure are Gituamba, Bondeni, Muchorwe, Kiungo,
Lusiru, Kamwere A & B, Mugumuone, Highlands and Mutito. Residents also noted that the same villages
were badly affected by the post-election violence.

The returnee families noted that a lack of housing was a major challenge as many of their homes were
destroyed during the post T election violence. The community reported that they were interacting well with
their neighbours, though two houses were reported to have been burnt down in April 2009. A new
administrative police post has been opened in the area.

UNHCR collaborated with NCCK and conducted a protection monitoring training on 2™ and 3 July 2009
in Nakuru. The training was part of a protection monitoring programme that will be implemented by NCCK.
The monitoring will cover districts in the south and North Rift.

The National Protection Working Group meeting was held on the 7™ July 2009 and chaired by the Kenya
National Commission on Human Rights. Within the agenda for discussion was the planning for the IDP
Stakehol dersd Forum, t heGevniesriatl 6bsy Rehper elsNe nSemétainghea r
agencies, as well as from the sub-working groups and a briefing from the Chief of the IASC Secretariat
from Geneva . The IASC Chief briefed members on the work of the Inter-agency Standing Committee and
some of the protection guidelines so far developed. World Vision reported that there was relative calm in

the Kurias with the signing of a peace accord between the clans. This was overseen by the Provincial
Commissioner Nyanza Province. On the visit by the UN-Secretary-Gener al 6 s r e p iDPs e |
members agreed that the Protection Working Group would have a meeting with him on the 10™ of July
2009 to discuss the current IDP environment in Kenya.

For more information, please contact:
Jeanine Cooper, Head of Office, OCHA-Kenya, +254 (20)7625155, jeanine.cooper@undp.org.

Alfred Nabeta, Desk Officer, Africa | Section, OCHA-New York, +1 917 367 2649, nabeta@un.org.

Stephanie Bunker, Spokesperson and Public Information Officer, OCHA-New York,
+1 917 367 5126, +1 917 892 1679 (mobile), bunker@un.org.

Elisabeth Byrs, Public Information Officer, OCHA-Geneva, +41 22 917 2653, byrs@un.org.
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