
 
AWD Affects Ten Sub-cities in Addis Ababa 
Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) cases have been reported from all ten sub-cities in Addis Ababa, with the highest caseload 
recorded from Akaki/Kaliti, Addis Ketema, Arada and Kolfe, according to official reports from the Federal Ministry of Health 
(FMoH). The outbreak also continues to spread in other regions of the country and new woredas are reportedly affected in 
Amhara, Oromiya, Dire Dawa and SNNPR. Between 17 and 23 August (34th epidemiological week), a total of 2,330 new 
cases of AWD and 22 deaths with 0.9 per cent case fatality rate have been reported from 61 woredas and 10 sub-cities in 
Addis Ababa, Afar, Amhara, Somali, Oromiya and SNNPR. The ongoing kiremt rains, and the continuous movement of 
pilgrims and migrant laborers to and from holy water sites and private farms are contributing to the spread of the disease. 
The re-opening of schools in mid-September also requires a special attention.  
 

Response is ongoing at both federal and regional levels. The central command center continues to provide guidance, 
meeting twice a day to plan and coordinate response activities. In response to the US$ 500,000 financial request to contain 
the outbreak in Addis Ababa, WHO committed US$ 30,000 for surveillance, case management and training activities, while 
UNICEF committed US$ 100,000 for training and operational costs. UNICEF also sent 20,000 bottles of water guards to 
Addis Ababa health bureau to enable 20,000 households to access clean water for a period of one month. Furthermore, 
UNICEF is finalizing preparations to establish sanitation facilities at Gishen Mariam, Tsadkane and Wonkshet churches in 
Amhara in the coming two weeks. UNICEF sent two Case Treatment Center (CTC) kits each to Dire Dawa and South 
Wollo zone of Amhara Region. For more information contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int & kmcdonald@unicef.org  
 

Seasonal Update  
The latest WFP/FEWSNET food security update indicates that the performance of the kiremt rains in most meher growing 
areas to date remains below normal, including in some western surplus producing areas where the rains had late onset and 
erratic performance. The situation could disrupt the food security situation in these areas that managed to sustain normal 
condition despite various shocks experienced in the past five years. The late onset of the kiremt rains has interrupted timely 
planting of meher crops including wheat, barley, peas, beans and flax. Consequently, the report indicates that most short-
maturing meher crops are considerably behind their normal phonological stages and are unlikely to reach full maturity 
unless the rains extend beyond their normal cessation period in September. The prospect for long cycle maize and 
sorghum crops, which constitute about 50 percent of the total national cereal production, is also not promising in many 
areas due to poor 2009 belg/gu rains (February to May) and the below normal performance of the current kiremt rains. 
Meanwhile, food insecurity continues to affect vulnerable populations in northeastern highlands of Amhara, Southern 
Tigray, Afar, eastern parts of Oromiya and most parts in SNNPR. The report recommends for timely preparation of a 
comprehensive contingency plan given the poor meher production prospects in the coming months. For more information 
contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org & ethiopia@fews.net  
 

Nutrition Update 
UNICEF reports that admissions to Therapeutic Feeding Programmes (TFPs) continues to increase partly due to the 
improved access and service coverage with the implementation of the government’s Out-patient Therapeutic Programmes 
(OTP) rollout strategy. The admission reporting rate and information on key performance indicators for TFPs, however, 
remain very poor, indicating the need for a strategy to improve report completion rates nationwide. In Amhara Region, for 
instance, the report completion rate for the January to June period is as low as 10.9 per cent. Meanwhile, training of health 
extension workers for the rollout of TFP in Amhara, Oromiya, Tigray and SNNP is ongoing, with more than 80 per cent of 
the planned activities completed in Amhara, SNNP and Tigray, while it is only 50 per cent accomplished for Oromiya. 
Monitoring activities of TFP interventions also continue. In SNNPR, the observations made by monitoring teams on 
supplies, quality of services and modalities of collaboration between AWD response activities and OTP services have been 
discussed with the Regional Health Bureau. In Oromiya, delay of fund disbursement by the RHB has hindered the progress 
of monitoring activities. For more information contact: kmcdonald@unicef.org   
 

Observation Mission Underway in Akobo and Wanthawa, Gambella  
A rapid joint observation mission, led by Disaster Risk Management Food Security Sector (DRMFSS), including 
representatives from the Gambella Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau, UNICEF, OCHA, WFP and ZOA, is 
currently underway in Akobo and Wanthawa woredas. The mission is assessing the impact of the spill-over effect of the 
recent conflict in Southern Sudan on the humanitarian situation as well as the impact of poor seasonal rains in the general 
food security situation in the areas. The team will discuss with local authorities and communities to establish a mechanism 
for distribution of relief items. Due to access constraints, the assessment is being conducted by boat. For more information 
contact: ocha-eth@un.org   
 

Improvement in Logistics  
WFP reports progress in logistics particularly in trucking capacity with actual allocation of 130 trucks per day to transport 
food from ports to in-country warehouses. Meanwhile, efforts continue to further improve the situation at the ports to 
facilitate timely in-country arrival of relief items. Between 12 and 20 August, a joint mission to Sudan led by the State 
Minister of DRMFSS and the Country Director of WFP assessed the port Sudan-Ethiopia corridor and discussed continued 
use of Port- Sudan to serve the north western part of the country. In addition, WFP also undertook a recent visit to Djibouti 
to discuss the possibility of allocating additional berth space, review transport capacity progress and introduce the WFP 
Djibouti office to officials. For more information contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org   


