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Pakistan Emergency Response Fund (ERF)
Introduction

The ERF is an un-earmarked pooled funding mechanism for Pakistan managed by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Pakistan, on behalf of the Humanitarian Coordinator (HC).  Its aim is to provide rapid and flexible funding to in-country actors to address urgent and unforeseen humanitarian needs. The ERF funds both non-governmental organizations (NGOs) as well as United Nations agencies. This type of pooled funding mechanism has been used since 1997 when one was first established in Angola. Subsequently, similar funds have been successfully established in 16 other countries to date.  The Pakistan ERF was established in March 2010 to respond to emergencies: earthquakes, cyclones, avalanches, flash floods, droughts and conflict situations. Today, it will be used to respond to the monsoon floods -- projects primarily within the Pakistan Initial Floods Emergency Response Plan (PIFERP) and, as appropriate, for projects outside of the plan for new developments that also reflects the overall current humanitarian response.  
The objective of the ERF is to enable mainly NGOs (which cannot access the Central Emergency Response Fund, another funding tool managed by OCHA) and UN agencies to respond quickly and effectively to an emergency by:
· Making available start-up funds to NGOs and UN agencies; and 

· Making funds available to NGOs and UN agencies in cases of rapidly changing circumstances and humanitarian needs where gaps need to be filled and other donor mechanisms are not immediately available. 

Characteristics of the ERF include:

· Provides timely, flexible and rapid response supported by country-level prioritization and decision making;

· Ensures humanitarian needs are addressed in a collaborative spirit, fostering coordination within and between clusters and humanitarian organizations; 

· Allows NGOs access to emergency funds; 

ERF Contact Details

· Please direct queries to the OCHA Funding Coordination Section at  ochafcs@un.org; or

· Marina Throne-Holst, Donor Relations Section, OCHA Geneva: Tel (+41) 22 917 6272, throne-holst@un.org 
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