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Press Release
UNITED NATIONS SIGNS DISASTER RESPONSE
 PARTNERSHIP WITH DHL
New York, 15 December 2005–The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) today signed a far-reaching partnership with international leading express and logistics provider DHL.

Disaster relief experts have long struggled to deliver aid quickly to remote disaster areas immediately following a catastrophe when transportation and logistics challenges can mean the difference between life and death. In an attempt to finally come closer to solving this problem, Kemal Dervis, Administrator of UNDP, Jan Egeland, UN Emergency Relief Coodinator, and Monika Wulf-Mathies, Managing Director of Corporate Public Policy and Sustainability with Deutsche Post World Net – mother company of DHL – signed a landmark Memorandum of Understanding that formalizes UN cooperation with DHL.   
“This year we have seen enormous devastation from natural catastophes and have learned many lessons about disaster response,” said UNDP head Kemal Dervis. “It is vital that international organizations delivering aid have the capacity to do so quickly and effectively to ensure a smoother road to long-term recovery.”

DHL already leads the Airport Emergency Team (AET), a team of logistics experts from different companies which operates under the mandate of the Disaster Resource Network of the World Economic Forum.  Under the leadership of DHL the AET provided airport freight handling expertise in sudden onset disasters, a role it played in Colombo, Sri Lanka following last year’s tsunami. In addition DHL assisted the UN in responding to the 2003 earthquake in Bam Iran and the earthquake in Pakistan this past October.
DHL will now expand this operation by setting up a global network of  three DHL Disaster Response Teams. The first will be located in Singapore and is scheduled to be ready in the spring of 2006. Two other teams will be stationed to cover Arab States/Africa and Central/South America. In the event of a major catastrophe, teams composed of specially trained DHL employees will help manage crucial logistics operations in airports close to the affected region. Each team will consist of up to 100 volunteers. 

DHL will also support UNDP in its leadership role in reducing disaster risk and building national capacities to reduce disaster risk.  

“The impact of disasters is increasing rapidly, resulting in growing demands on the UN system in disaster relief.  We must therefore increase our disaster response capacity,” said United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland.  “Logistics is often the linchpin in disaster response, the make or brake.  Getting help to people in need is critical and for this we need a smooth supply chain. Agreements with the private sector can help make this happen.”   

“We are proud to support the United Nations in this important  mission with our core competence in logistics and we will deliver help worldwide where it is needed,” said Monika Wulf-Mathies.  “With our global reach, our multi-local presence and our proven logistics competence, this partnership is a perfect fit to deepen our commitment to Corporate Social Responsibility,” she added.  

Ambassador Gunter Pleuger, Permanent Representative to the UN for Germany, also attended the ceremony.  
###

For further information, please call: Christina LoNigro, UNDP – New York, +1 212 906 5301, Stephanie Bunker, OCHA-New York, +1 917 367 5126, mobile +1 917 892 1679; Elizabeth Byrs, OCHA-Geneva, +41 22 917 2653, mobile +41 79 473 4570, Stefanie Danne, Deutsche Post World Net  - +49 160 98 93 24 16, Jonathan Baker, DHL Americas, +1 954 888 7114  

Pictures and broadcast material from the signing ceremony can be found on the internet at www.dpwn.com/press (approximately 6:00 Eastern time).

UNDP is the UN's global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range of partners.

OCHA is the United Nations department for the coordination of humanitarian response, policy development and humanitarian advocacy in complex emergencies and disasters. 

Deutsche Post World Net is one of the world's leading logistics group. Its integrated Deutsche Post, DHL and Postbank companies offer tailored, customer-focused solutions for the management and transport of goods, information and payments through a global network combined with local expertise. Deutsche Post World Net is also the leading provider of Dialog Marketing services, with a unique portfolio of efficient outsourcing and system solutions for the mail business. The group generated a revenue of 52 billion euros in 2004. With currently some 500,000 employees in more than 220 countries and territories Deutsche Post World Net is one of the biggest employers worldwide.

