[image: image1.png]



UNITED NATIONS

NATIONS UNIES
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WORLD-CHECK JOINS HANDS WITH UNITED NATIONS
(New York, 25 April, 2006):  World-Check, the leading provider of structured intelligence on known heightened-risk individuals and businesses, has agreed to make its services available to the United Nations to assist the Organization to screen those with whom it does business for known risk.

The United Nations will incorporate World-Check in its procedures, as an important tool in its efforts to mitigate risk in its operations throughout the world.  Agencies that will use World Check’s services include the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Population Fund, the World Food Programme, and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
World-Check’s database of known high-risk individuals and businesses, together with its filtering solution, gives the United Nations data against which to screen all of its vendors, potential partners, and business associates for known risk.  This arrangement allows the United Nations to analyse its contracting records, including those involving tsunami relief efforts, for the presence of entities at known high-risk for criminal activity such as money laundering, drug trafficking or terrorist financing.
The database, which is updated daily in real-time by World-Check’s international research team, is derived from hundreds of thousands of public sources covering over 240 countries and territories.  The intelligence gathered from these open sources is consolidated and organized into highly-structured profiles on each and every entity.  World-Check data will be used to screen for organization-wide risk, as well as the United Nations’ tsunami response program in its efforts to relieve and rebuild the communities ravaged by last year’s tsunami.

World-Check currently serves more than 1,600 financial institutions and government agencies in 120 countries.  World-Check’s clients include 43 of the 50 largest financial institutions in the world, as well as hundreds of government agencies.

“World-Check will enable the UN to quickly and thoroughly screen for high-risk individuals and entities among the hundreds of thousands of individuals and entities with whom it works around the world,” said David Leppan, CEO and Founder of World-Check.  “We look forward to working with the UN to identify high-risk individuals.”

About World-Check

World-Check assists institutions in mitigating reputation, financial and compliance risk by monitoring and correlating information on high-risk entities.  World-Check provides risk-reduction technology to more than 1,600 institutions in more than 120 countries.  World-Check technology allows financial institutions to very efficiently screen their new and existing customers for risk on a routine basis.  Recognized as an industry pioneer, World-Check has revolutionized and “standardized” global Know Your Customer (KYC) screening.  Today, 43 of the world’s top 50 banks, and hundreds of regulatory and government agencies use World-Check’s global list of heightened-risk individuals and organizations.  For more information, please visit https://www.world-check.com.
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For further information, please call:  Stephanie Bunker, OCHA-New York, +1 917 367 5126, mobile +1 917 892 1679; Kristen Knutson, OCHA-New York, +1 917 367 9262; Elisabeth Byrs, OCHA-Geneva, +41 22 917 2653, mobile, +41 79 473 4570.  At World-Check, please contact:  Sarah Nicholson, +1 202 298 7600 x.201, +1 202 294 3935 (mobile)

