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The Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) was 

established in 1992 in response to General Assembly 

Resolution 46/182 

calling for strengthened 

coordination of humanitarian assistance. The IASC is a 

unique inter-agency forum for humanitarian dialogue 

and decision-making among key humanitarian partners, 

involving the United Nations, international organizations, 

the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and NGOs. Under 

the leadership of the Emergency Relief Coordinator, the 

primary role of the IASC is to shape humanitarian policy 

and ensure coordinated and effective response.

The Executive Committee on Humanitarian Affairs (ECHA) 

is one of four committees created by the Secretary-General 

in 1997 within the framework of United Nations reform. 

Under the leadership of the Under-Secretary-General 

for Humanitarian Affairs, the primary aim of ECHA is 

to bring the humanitarian parts of the United Nations 

system together with development, human rights, political, 

peacekeeping and security arms of the United Nations 

Secretariat and Agencies to address important humanitarian 

issues and crises.

The joint IASC/ECHA Secretariat facilitates the work of the 

IASC and ECHA, ensuring that they are effective, action-

oriented and well-coordinated decision-making bodies. The 

Secretariat has a strategic role in supporting the Emergency 

Relief Coordinator/Under-Secretary-General in his capacity 

as the chair of both Committees and the Director of OCHA 

Geneva in his capacity as chair of the IASC Working Group.

In 2008, the IASC/ECHA Secretariat will continue to focus on 

key aspects of humanitarian coordination and humanitarian 

policy, as well as strengthening the dialogue between the 

United Nations and non-United Nations humanitarian 

organizations. It will support the humanitarian community’s 
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 Regular Budget  Extrabudgetary Total

Core Project

 Professional 
 General 

Service  Professional 
 General 

Service  Professional 
 General 

Service  Professional 
 General 

Service  Total 

Total Staff  –    –    4  3  –    –    4  3  7 

 Staff  Non-Staff  Staff  Non-Staff  Staff  Non-Staff  Staff  Non-Staff  Total 

Total Costs  –    –    1,021,421  133,018  –    –    1,021,421  133,018  1,154,439 

Total Requested (US$)  1,154,439 




