
Emergency Response Coordination 45

The Displacement and Protection Support Section (DPSS) 

was established in 2007 to build on the work of OCHA’s 

former inter-agency Internal Displacement Division in 

creating a more predictable, systematic and collaborative 

response to internal displacement. DPSS collaborates 

closely with the Policy Development and Studies Branch 

(PDSB) in supporting field offices to implement policy on the 

protection of civilians in armed conflict.

DPSS focuses on three interrelated areas of work:

�supporting the mandate of the Emergency Relief ɟɟ
Coordinator to strengthen the system-wide response to 

internal displacement;

�enhancing OCHA-wide capacity to support protection at ɟɟ
field and headquarters levels in line with internal policy 

instruction; and

�augmenting inter-agency protection capacity through ɟɟ
support to the Protection Cluster Working Group, the 

Camp Coordination and Management Cluster and the 

Early Recovery Cluster, as well as management of the 

inter-agency ProCap project.

DPSS works with all parts of OCHA to ensure coherence 

and optimal use of resources, especially the Coordination 

and Response Division (CRD), PDSB and the Advocacy and 

Information Management Branch (AIMB). An ad hoc internal 

working group on protection and displacement, established 

in 2007, will meet quarterly throughout 2008. DPSS will 

also work closely with the Humanitarian Coordination 

Strengthening Project to ensure that displacement and 

protection support challenges are fully integrated into 

complementary reform initiatives.

In 2008, DPSS will, in close consultation with PDSB and 

CRD, provide a targeted menu of support services to 

Humanitarian Coordinators, IASC Country Teams and OCHA 

field offices operating in significant displacement crises. 

Criteria have been developed to prioritize protection crises 

jointly with PDSB and CRD and ensure that these challenges 

receive adequate attention, with the menu of services 

including:

�technical support to field-level protection and ɟɟ
displacement response;

�methods of strategy development with partners;ɟɟ

�advocacy strategies for an improved protection ɟɟ
environment; and

�ways to mobilize resources for field-driven protection ɟɟ
support and displacement response.

The ProCap project will continue to be managed by DPSS 

in 2008, subject to a review of longer-term arrangements 

in March. The ProCap Support Unit, as secretariat of the 

inter-agency project, will facilitate deployments of senior 

protection officers into protection-mandated agencies in 

support of a strong 

inter-agency response to 

displacement crises. In addition, the project will continue 

training standby partners in common approaches, tools 

and principles in order to ensure that core competencies 

are attained across all protection deployment rosters. 

These trainings will be expanded to new partners in 2008 

to increase the number of qualified personnel available for 

rapid response.
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Service  Total 

Total Staff –  –  –  –   8  2  8  2  10 

 Staff  Non-Staff  Staff  Non-Staff  Staff  Non-Staff  Staff  Non-Staff  Total 

Total Costs –  –  –  –   1,543,589  436,745  1,543,589  436,745  1,980,334 

Total Requested (US$)  1,980,334 




