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The External Relations and Support Mobilization Branch 

(ERSMB) was established in 2007, consolidating the Geneva-

based units for which engagement with external partners 

is a primary responsibility. The Branch strengthens OCHA’s 

partnerships with Europe-based humanitarian actors, 

including United Nations Agencies, the Red Cross and Red 

Crescent movement, NGOs, Member States, the European 

Union and regional organizations, parliamentarians, the 

private sector, the media and the general public. Central to 

the development of effective humanitarian partnerships, 

ERSMB is a catalyst for mobilizing support and building 

sustainable partnerships for humanitarian action, through:

�liaising with Europe-based partners through information ɟɟ
exchange on humanitarian situations;

�promoting equitable humanitarian financing and building ɟɟ
strategic partnerships;

�mobilizing resources and support for both humanitarian ɟɟ
operations and OCHA’s requirements;

�supporting the development of prioritized and strategic ɟɟ
common humanitarian action plans for crises worldwide; 

and

�communicating key messages to raise the broader ɟɟ
community’s awareness of the plight of populations 

affected by disasters.

The Branch’s external outreach activities ensure that 

OCHA acts as an effective facilitator in channelling the 

business community’s generosity, skills and interest to 

support humanitarian action. ERSMB encourages private 

sector partners to adhere to the principles of humanitarian 

coordination and to increase their support to emergency 

preparedness and response capacity through the provision 

of funding as well as in-kind expertise and services. Recent 

collaboration with the World Economic Forum (WEF) has 

assisted in developing a framework for engagement with a 

key group of corporations, NGOs and humanitarian agencies, 

culminating in the launch of the WEF–OCHA Guiding 

Principles for Private Sector Engagement in Humanitarian 

Action.

ERSMB, in close consultation with OCHA staff in New York 

and in line with OCHA’s Public Information and Advocacy 

Strategy, provides the international media with regular and 

accurate information on OCHA’s activities, and supports the 

External Relations and  
Support Mobilization Branch

 Regular Budget  Extrabudgetary Total

Core Project

Total Staff Professional 
General 
Service Professional 

General 
Service Professional 

General 
Service Professional 

General 
Service Total 

Office of the Chief   –       –    5  2   –        –       5  2  7 

Consolidated Appeals Process Section   –       –    5  6   –        –       5  6  11 

Donor and External Relations Section  1  –    4  4   –        –       5  4  9 

Geographical Coordination and Monitoring 
Section

 3  –    3  2   –        –       6  2  8 

OCHA Liaison Office in Brussels   –       –    1  1   –        –       1  1  2 

Total  4   –       18  15   –        –       22  15  37 

Total Costs  Staff  Non-Staff  Staff  Non-Staff  Staff  Non-Staff  Staff  Non-Staff  Total 

Office of the Chief  –    –    1,206,609  122,645  –    –    1,206,609  122,645  1,329,254 

Consolidated Appeals Process Section  –   –   2,056,702  247,312  –    –    2,056,702  247,312  2,304,014 

Donor and External Relations Section  178,296  98,188  1,361,697  107,147  –    –    1,539,993  205,335  1,745,328 

Geographical Coordination and Monitoring 
Section

 506,796  279,092  1,310,433  93,733  –    –    1,817,229  372,825  2,190,054 

OCHA Liaison Office in Brussels  –    –    347,475  162,889  –    –    347,475  162,889  510,364 

Total  685,092  377,280  6,282,916  733,726  –    –    6,968,008  1,111,006  8,079,014 

Total Requested  7,016,642 




